
Mohawk Students’ Association 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
Tuesday, April 24th, 2018 

3:00 pm – YMCA Geneva Park 
 

M I N U T E S 
 
Present: Samantha Hoover, President   Executive 
  Kaitlyn Agnew     Director: Alan Griffiths 
  Tommy Williams 
  Jennifer Huegel    Recording 
  Andrew Pidsadny    Secretary: Wendy Rolfe 
  Ireland Stevens 
  Jonah Schaufler-Biback   Speaker: Alex Presta 
  Brayden Spjuth 
  Justin Hayter     Guests: Emily Baynes 
  Tien Nguyen       Sandy Tepsic 
          Wayne Poirier 
Regrets: Kyle Datzkiw       Tim Fricker 
          Spencer Stewart 
          Adithya Mohandas 
          Katrina D’Alesio 
          Jessica Korchowiec 
           

 
PART I – PRESENTATION 
 
There was no presentation scheduled for this meeting. 
 
PART II – OPEN 
 
The Open portion of the meeting was called to order at 4:55 p.m. 

 
1. Introduction 

 
1.1 Speaker’s Remarks 
 

Alex Presta welcomed everyone to the last Board meting of the year. He thanked 
the outgoing Board for all the things they’ve done over the past year and wished 
luck to the incoming Board members. 
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1.2 Approval of the Agenda 
 

Moved by Samantha Hoover, seconded by Ireland Stevens to approve the 
agenda as amended. 

 
Add: Item 6.3 - College Update  

 
CARRIED. 

 
2. President’s Report 
 

Samantha Hoover’s written report was attached to the meeting package.  
 
She congratulated the Board on completing their term and noted the impact they had on 
students through strong advocacy, leadership and support.  
 
ABC Day was a success. 246 students registered and 145 showed up to volunteer at 10 
different locations. Donations were made to 24 diverse charitable organizations. 
 
She noted that over 3,000 students have already completed the student consultation 
survey.  She added that she is excited to see the results once they are compiled. 
 
She thanked the MSA staff and Board members who contributed to planning an extremely 
successful MSA Banquet. 
 
She thanked the outgoing Board members for a good year and stated it was a pleasure to 
build the team with them and make great strides in accomplishing their goals. 
 

3. Minutes 
 

3.1 Minutes of the Meeting, March 21, 2018 
 

Moved by Jonah Schaufler-Biback, seconded by Brayden Spjuth to approve the 
minutes of the MSA Board of Directors’ meeting, dated March 21, 2018.   
 
CARRIED. 

 
4. MCACES Advisory Council Update 
 

The MCACES Advisory Council updated was attached to the meeting package. 
 
5. Old Business 
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 5.1 Financial Update 
 

The financial update was attached to the meeting package.  Andrew Pidsadny 
stated that the trends are fairy similar from other months.  He noted that the 
concerns in the Food, Beverage and Catering area have been addressed. 
 
Overall the MSA is in a healthy financial position, and is sitting at a substantial 
surplus at the time of this report. 

 
6. New Business 
 

6.1 Space Utilization Plan 
 

Alan Griffiths noted that the Board had a really good conversation yesterday with 
Ron Taylor, and opened up a lot of new ideas and thoughts with regards to the 
space in the Student Centre.  He thanked Ron Taylor for his time, and noted that 
Ron is very strong on student engagement throughout these projects and the 
Board will be very involved. 

 
He asked the Board to table the decision on Phase 2 of the project, until the June 
Board meeting.  At that meeting he will bring forward the full scope of work and 
the price point to complete the structural plan.  It will be a full-year project. 

 
Moved by Samantha Hoover, seconded by Tommy Williams to table approving 
Phase II of the Space Utilization project until the June Board meeting.   
 
Discussion: 

 
Ron Taylor has asked the Board to identify the top priorities and align it with the 
initial results received from the student engagement project as well as feedback 
from students. 
 
He left everyone with a challenge to think big and be dreamers because what they 
are deciding on is the opportunity for the MSA to change the future of Mohawk 
as it pertains to the Student Centre. 

 
Andrew Pidsadny noted that the new Board members are excited about the 
initiative which as its going to be a huge project and a great opportunity for the 
MSA.  

 
Alan Griffith noted that one of the early things they identified is they’d like to form 
an advisory committee on the multi-year plan.  He asked if both Wayne Poirier 
and Paul Armstrong would be willing to join. There will be some MSA Board 
members as well as well as a representative from International Education and two 



MSA Board Meeting 4 April 24, 2018 
 

students at large. He will be circulating a terms of reference and this will be 
included in the committee selection process. 
 
CARRIED. 

 
6.2  Policy Updates 

 
Wendy Rolfe thanked the Policy Committee for all of their work over the past few 
months and stated that they will continue to work on more policy changes over 
the course of the summer.  
 
All of the updated policies were attached to the meeting package. 
 
Moved by Justin Hayter, seconded by Tien Nguyen to approve the changes to 
the General Policies as presented. 
 
CARRIED. 
 
Moved by Katie Agnew, seconded by Jennifer Huegel to approve the changes to 
the Financial Policies as presented. 
 
CARRIED. 

 
Moved by Samantha Hoover, seconded by Andrew Pidsadny to approve the 
changes to the Board and Human Resource Policies as amended.   
 
CARRIED. 

 
6.3 College Update 

 
Tim Fricker stated that, last week, the College announced that they received 
$600,000, over several years, to allow them to expand the City School initiative 
and implement some experiential learning for students. There will be another 
announcement coming in the next few weeks.  
 
At the April Board of Governors’ meeting, the Sexual Assault and Sexual Violence 
Policy was approved.   

 
Wayne Poirier that he wanted to talk about the MSA commons which was named 
after the MSA in thanks for a generous gift that the MSA Board approved for the 
new Joyce Centre for Partnership and Innovation Building. He explained that the 
MSA committed $1 million through different fees to the building, and the 
agreement was that they would name a space, currently known as the MSA 
Commons. 
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They’ve had a chance to review the name “MSA Commons” and they feel it might 
be a little old fashioned for how dynamic the new space is, and they asked if the 
MSA would be open to some other ideas for names. 

 
Wayne Poirier reviewed the space with the Board.  He noted that there will be a 
giant glass-front where signage will go. There are several zones including a 
visualization zone, maker space/VR testing zone, and a collaboration zone which 
will have moveable furniture for students to do homework or group work. All the 
furniture will be moveable and can be reconfigured. 
 
There will be two media/editing suites that students can book and do work in, 
three group study rooms that will fit seven people, and one 12-person workshop 
room, where training can be done or larger groups of students can meet.   
 
It is a highly digital area.  Everything will be cloud-based.   

 
College staff feel that the term “commons” doesn’t describe the energy of the 
space.  They have suggested other names for consideration – including MSA Digital 
Media Zone and MSA Digital Creativity Centre.   

 
Samantha Hoover stated the she likes the Digital Creativity Centre – it’s a great 
area for students and will encourage them to be creative.   

 
Tommy Williams asked why the College has chosen to make the two sections not 
study space.  Wayne Poirier stated that, currently, students have no access to 
virtual reality, except in the classroom. The maker’s space is about 
entrepreneurship and testing products.  Students will be able to gain experience 
designing and using robotic parts, and there will be a 3D printing zone. 
 
Tim Fricker added that the planning team did a bunch of student focus groups and 
gave them many options and these were the ones that came up as the top wants.  
They also know there is a need for more study space so a good portion of space is 
still dedicated to that.   

 
Wayne Poirier stated that Katie Agnew did a bit of work with the IAHS students 
with regards to how furniture is adopted.  He brought that information back saying 
they can’t get that wrong again. They put up a board showing every type of 
furniture they use and put them out in spaces for students to vote on.  It was very 
clear what they liked and didn’t like.   

 
Andrew Pidsadny asked if there was potential for the MSA to have the opportunity 
to have some event programming for students, in the space.  He also asked about 
the size of the focus groups used. Wayne Poirier stated that they had booths 
outside in the hallways as well as some smaller focus group samples. People all 
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gravitated towards the exact same things and were very clear about what they 
didn’t like. He added that this space is student space first and will only close when 
absolutely needed. There could be programming, but there is a second space 
which is much more suitable for programming, located on the ground floor. 

 
Alan Griffiths stated that naming rights on campus are a great opportunity for 
external partners to be recognized. He cautioned that when you put the MSA 
name on a college space it confuses students.  He suggested doing something like 
“Digital Creativity Centre” with “supported by the MSA” underneath so that 
students don’t think the MSA is responsible for the space. 
 
Tommy Williams stated that sometimes ideas seem really cool until you realize 
you can’t use the space for anything. He referenced the “beach” space they looked 
at yesterday. Wayne Poirier stated that they have to anticipate the future needs 
of students. They know that students will start getting access to virtual reality and 
will never get time to practice outside of classroom time. If they don’t have spaces 
like this, students will never get to practice. The spaces allow for collaboration 
amongst programs and faculties. 

 
Jennifer Huegel felt it makes more sense to say the space is supported by the MSA 
so that students don’t come to the MSA office to lodge complaints about the space 
and equipment.  

 
Samantha Hoover asked if students will be hired to work in the space. Wayne 
Poirier stated that there will be a Technologist and some core staff from the 
Library, who will be working with teams of students. 

 
Alan Griffiths noted that there is some confusion about what the space is and what 
it is going to be. He asked the College to come back to the next Board meeting and 
present a detailed plan on what the space is, how it’s going to work, and how 
students will interact with that. He also suggested the new Board get a site tour in 
June.  Wayne Poirier agreed to that. 

 
Ireland Stevens asked how Business students can use the space. Wayne Poirier 
stated that the College is becoming a premiere academic partner with IBM and 
they are putting in the first Watson application which is the key to business 
analysis.   

 
Wayne Poirier stated that when you make a donation you’ve invested in an overall 
concept, and are not directing the activity that goes on within the space.  However 
they care a lot about the MSA’s opinion because they are an ongoing partner.  
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Moved by Samantha Hoover, seconded by Tommy Williams to table the name 
decision to the next board meeting.  
 
CARRIED. 

 
7. Reports 
 

7.1 Executive Director’s Report 
 

Alan Griffith’s written report was attached to the meeting package.  He noted that 
this is his final report to the 2017-2018 Board and added that it’s been a pleasure 
working with everyone over the past year. 
 
The Awards Banquet was about grit and determination and was a great 
opportunity to celebrate the staff, students and volunteers who help make the 
MSA great. 
 
As the MSA transitions to the new Board it is important to stay focussed on the 
task at hand.  The transfer of knowledge is very important and should be the main 
focus.   
 
The stakeholder consultation project is going well.  3600 students to date have 
responded through completing surveys, attending focus groups, etc.   
 
Moved by Ireland Stevens, seconded by Jonah Schaufler-Biback to accept the 
area reports as presented. 
 
CARRIED.  
 

8. Questions and Announcements - none 
 
9. Next Meeting Date 
 

Wednesday, May 16th, 2018, 5:30 p.m. dinner, 6:00 p.m. presentation, 6:30 p.m. call to 
order. 

 
10. Adjournment 

 
Moved by Tien Nguyen, seconded by Katie Agnew to adjourn.   
 
CARRIED. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:01 p.m. 
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PART III – CLOSED 
 
There was no Closed session at this meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________  ___________________________  __________ 
Samantha Hoover, President  Alan Griffiths, Executive Director  Date 
         


