
 

 

BYLAW CHANGES 

For approval at the Annual General Meeting 

November 6, 2019 

 

 
Over the past year, several factors came into play that required the MSA Board of Directors to 
review and amend its bylaws. First, the 2018-2019 Board of Directors approved changes to the 
Board structure.  Secondly, the implementation of the Student Choice Initiative changed the way 
ancillary fees were structured, which meant that the MSA was no longer able to charge one fee 
(the Student Activity Fee) to all full-time students, and was not able to tie a mandatory fee to any 
type of membership.   
 
At the July 17th, 2019 Board of Directors meeting the following bylaw changes were approved: 
 
Proposed Amendments 
 
Section 4.02 – Composition of the Board of Directors and Officers  
 
Previously read: 

 
(b) the VP Finance of the Association shall be an ex-officio voting member of the Board of 
Directors; 

 
Changed to read: 

(b) one (1) individual shall be elected by the ordinary members to be a director and Vice 
President Finance of the Association; 

Intent:  

To stipulate that the VP Finance is now an elected position, rather than an appointed position. 

Section 4.03 – Qualifications 

Previously read: 

(a) Unless otherwise specifically provided for in this By-Law no person shall be qualified to 
be a director unless he or she at the time of his or her election and throughout his or her 
term, shall be: 
 (iv) enrolled in a full-time, student-activity-fee paying program; 

  



Changed to Read: 

(iv) Enrolled full-time, in a program, paying student ancillary fees to the Mohawk 
Students’ Association; 

 
Intent: 
 
The Student Activity Fee no longer exists. Instead, the qualification has been changed to note 
that students have to be full-time in a program that pays fees to the MSA. 
 
Section 4.05 – Term of Office 
 
Previously read: 

(b) All directors and officers, including ex-officio directors, shall be elected for a term of one 
(1) year, commencing on the 1st day of May and ending on the 30th day of April each year, 
and each director and officer shall hold office until his or her successor is elected, except 
that the term of office of each officer shall expire if and when he or she shall ceases to be 
a director in accordance with subsections 4.07 and 4.08.   

(c) The VP Finance shall be appointed by the Board for a period of one (1) year, commencing 
on the 1st day of May and ending on the 30th day of April each year. 

 
Changed to read: 

(a) All directors and officers, including ex-officio directors, shall be elected or appointed for 
a term of one (1) year, commencing on the 1st day of May and ending on the 30th day of 
April each year, and each director and officer shall hold office until his or her successor is 
elected, except that the term of office of each officer shall expire if and when he or she 
shall ceases to be a director in accordance with subsections 4.07 and 4.08.   

 
Intent: 
 
To include wording that all directors and officers shall be elected or appointed.  Sub-section (c) 
was deleted as the VP Finance is now elected, not appointed. 
 
  



Section 6.01 – Executive Committee 
 
Previously read: 

(a) The Board may elect from its number an Executive Committee consisting of three 
Directors, which Committee shall have power to fix its quorum at not less than a majority 
of its members and may exercise all the powers of the Board, except for the establishment 
of any policy, subject to any regulations imposed from time to time by the Board.  The 
Executive Committee shall represent the Association in the Hamilton community and 
elsewhere by communicating the mandate, objectives, philosophy and policies of the 
Association.  The Executive Committee shall also oversee the administrative and financial 
commitments of the Association and Board development, as well as bring pertinent issues 
to the Board at large. 

(b) The members of the Committee shall include the President, Vice-President-Finance and 
one other Board member as the Executive Committee decides from time to time.  The 
members of the Executive Committee shall have a term of one year. 

 
Changed to read: 

(a) The Board may elect from its number an Executive Committee consisting of four 
Directors, which Committee shall have power to fix its quorum at not less than a majority 
of its members and may exercise all the powers of the Board, except for the establishment 
of any policy, subject to any regulations imposed from time to time by the Board.  The 
Executive Committee shall represent the Association in the Hamilton community and 
elsewhere by communicating the mandate, objectives, philosophy and policies of the 
Association.  The Executive Committee shall also oversee the administrative and financial 
commitments of the Association and Board development, as well as bring pertinent issues 
to the Board at large. 

(b) The members of the Committee shall include the President, Vice-President-Finance, Vice-
President Internal Advocacy and Vice-President External Advocacy. The members of the 
Executive Committee shall have a term of one year. 

 
Intent: 
 
To reflect that changes approved with the Board restructuring to increase the size of the 
Executive Committee, from 3 to 4, and to identify the members that sit on that committee. 
 
Section 9.01 – Members 
 
Currently reads: 
 
There shall be two (2) classes of membership in the Association, namely, associate membership 
and ordinary membership: 



 
(a) The associate members shall be all Mohawk College Continuing Education students, part-

time students, apprenticeship students and other students who may or may not pay a 
Student-Activity-Fee.  The associate members shall not be entitled to vote at nor shall be 
entitled to speak at meetings of the members of the Association unless recognized by the 
chairperson, but shall be entitled to notice of meetings of the members of the Association, 
and shall not participate in any distribution of the property of the Association upon 
dissolution of the Association; and 

(b) the ordinary members shall consist of all full-time students of Mohawk College enrolled 
in programs requiring payment of the Mohawk Students' Association activity fee, and all 
co-op students on work term who have been on a school term paying the student-activity-
fee for the semesters immediately preceding and following the current semester, and 
students of Mohawk College with a documented disability who have been identified 
through Accessible Learning Services as being eligible to take a reduced course load 
provided that such student enrolls in a reduced course load by the end of the first month 
of each semester.  

 
Changed to read: 

All Mohawk College students are members of the Mohawk Students’ Association.  There shall 
be two (2) classes of membership in the Association, namely, associate membership and ordinary 
membership: 

(a) The associate members shall be all Mohawk College Continuing Education students, part-
time students, apprenticeship students and other students who pay student ancillary 
fees to the Mohawk Students’ Association. The associate members shall not be entitled 
to vote at nor shall be entitled to speak at meetings of the members of the Association 
unless recognized by the chairperson, but shall be entitled to notice of meetings of the 
members of the Association, and shall not participate in any distribution of the property 
of the Association upon dissolution of the Association; and 

(b) the ordinary members shall consist of all full-time students of Mohawk College enrolled 
in programs requiring payment of ancillary fees to the Mohawk Students' Association, 
and all co-op students on work term who have been on a school term paying ancillary 
fees for the semesters immediately preceding and following the current semester, and 
students of Mohawk College with a documented disability who have been identified 
through Accessible Learning Services as being eligible to take a reduced course load 
provided that such student enrolls in a reduced course load by the end of the first month 
of each semester.  

 
Intent: 
 
To stipulate that all students who pay any ancillary fee to the MSA are members, and to remove 
all reference to the Student Activity Fee. 



Section 9.03 – Resignation 
 

Currently reads: 

Members may resign in writing which resignation shall be effective upon any date or time on or 
after the execution of the instrument of resignation.  In the case of resignation, a member shall 
remain liable for payment of the student-activity-fee or other sum levied or which became 
payable by him or her to the Association prior to acceptance of his or her resignation and 
regardless when a member resigns no part of the annual membership fee shall be returned to 
him or her. 
 
Changed to read: 

Members may resign in writing which resignation shall be effective upon any date or time on or 
after the execution of the instrument of resignation.  In the case of resignation, a member shall 
remain liable for payment of all student ancillary fees paid to the Mohawk Students’ Association 
or other sum levied or which became payable by him or her to the Association prior to acceptance 
of his or her resignation and regardless when a member resigns no part of the student ancillary 
fees, paid to the Mohawk Students’ Association, shall be returned to him or her. 
 
Intent: 
 
To remove all reference to the Student Activity Fee, and replace with student ancillary fees. 
 
Section 9.04 – Membership Fees 
 
Currently reads: 

The student-activity-fee payable by ordinary members of the Association shall be established 
from time to time by the Board.  If the Board approved a student-activity-fee percentage increase 
equal to or more than the percentage increase in tuition, the student-activity-fee increase must 
be approved by the Board of Governors of Mohawk College of Applied Arts and Technology in 
accordance with its policies from time to time. 
 
Changed to read: 

There is no fee for membership to the Mohawk Students’ Association. All Mohawk College 
students are members as outlined in section 9.01 – Members. 
 

Members, are subject to student ancillary fees, payable to the Mohawk Students’ Association. 
Fees shall be established from time to time by the Board, as aligned with the Ministry of Training, 
Colleges and Universities’ binding directive and the Tuition and Ancillary Fee Protocol agreement 
with Mohawk College. 
Intent: 
 



To remove reference to the Student Activity Fee and establish that all students who pay ancillary 
fees to the MSA are members. 
 
Section 10.02 – Special Meetings 
 
Currently reads: 

The Board shall have the power to call a special meeting of members whenever it sees fit, and 
the Board shall call a special meeting upon the written requisition of at least 5% of the ordinary 
members of the Association.  The requisition shall express the objects of the proposed meeting 
and shall be mailed to or left at the office of the Association.  In addition the Board shall call a 
special meeting of members to elect directors and officers of the Association during February of 
each year. 
 
Changed to read: 

The Board shall have the power to call a special meeting of members whenever it sees fit, and 
the Board shall call a special meeting upon the written requisition of at least 5% of the ordinary 
members of the Association.  The requisition shall express the objects of the proposed meeting 
and shall be mailed to or left at the office of the Association.  In addition the Board shall call a 
special meeting of members to elect directors and officers of the Association during February or 
March of each year. 
 
Intent: 
 
To allow for the fact that elections may be held in February or March. 
 
Section 11.01 – Membership In Provincial and National Student Associations 
 
Currently reads: 
 
The Association may become a member of a provincial or national student organization that 
requires the Association or its members to pay a membership fee to that organization, but only 
if the Association and the organization enter into a binding, written agreement, which will remain 
in effect as long as the Association is a member of the organization.  The agreement must 
guarantee the following; 
 
Changed to read: 

The Association may become a member of a provincial or national student organization that 
requires the Association to pay a membership fee to that organization, but only if the Association 
and the organization enter into a binding, written agreement, which will remain in effect as long 
as the Association is a member of the organization.  The agreement must guarantee the 
following; 
 



Intent: 
 
The Student Choice Initiative stipulates the students can not be charged a mandatory fee for 
membership to organizations.  If the MSA chooses to join a provincial or national group the 
organization would be required to pay the fee, not the membership. 
 
Section 15.01 – Referenda 
 
Currently reads:   

In order for a referendum to be considered valid, 10% of the student population must vote.  In 
the inability of meeting this quorum the Board will make the decision of the referendum on 
behalf of the students.  A referendum shall pass with a simple majority (50% plus one) of votes 
in favour of the question. 
 
Changed to read: 

In order for a referendum to be considered valid, 10% of the eligible members, as defined by the 
referendum, must vote.  In the inability of meeting this quorum the Board will make the decision 
of the referendum on behalf of the students.  A referendum shall pass with a simple majority 
(50% plus one) of votes in favour of the question. 
 
Intent: 
 
To identify that not all students are eligible to vote in a referendum, as that those eligible may 
change depending on the topic of the referendum. 
 
Motion for consideration at the Annual General Meeting: 
 
To ratify the changes to the following Mohawk Students’ Association Bylaws, as presented: 

 4.02 – Composition of the Board of Directors and Officers 

 4.02 – Qualifications 

 4.05 – Term of Office 

 6.01 – Executive Committee 

 9.01 – Members 

 9.03 – Resignation 

 9.04 – Membership Fees 

 10.02 – Special Meetings 

 15.01 - Referenda 
 


