
Mohawk Students’ Association 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
Tuesday, February 26th, 2019 

5:30 p.m. – MSA Boardroom, room G111 
 

M I N U T E S 
 
 
Present: Andrew Pidsadny   Executive 
  Tommy Williams   Director: Alan Griffiths 
  Jason LaPorta  
  Tien Nguyen    Recording 
  Jessica Korchowiec   Secretary: Wendy Rolfe 
  Samantha Hoover 
  Spencer Stewart   Speaker: Jonah Schaufler-Biback 
  Brayden Spjuth 
  Ricky Ferreira    Guests: Tim Fricker 
  Samira Malik      Hillary Dawson 
         Kat Sprague 
 

 
PART I – PRESENTATION 

The scheduled presentation was cancelled. 

 

PART II – OPEN 

The Open portion of the meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m. 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Speaker’s Remarks 

Jonah welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked the Board to introduce 
themselves, for the benefit of the guests in attendance. 

1.2 Approval to the Agenda 

Moved by Brayden Spjuth, seconded by Tien Nguyen to approve the agenda. 

CARRIED. 
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2. President’s Report 

Andrew Pidsadny’s written report was attached to the meeting package. 

He noted that, since the provincial government’s announcement regarding tuition 
reduction, OSAP changes and the Student Choice Initiative, the MSA has been educating 
students through their website and social media, and encouraging students to self-
advocate, as well as sign petitions and participate in the student demonstration on 
Queen’s Park. 

He and Alan Griffiths have been working closely with the College to unbundle fees and 
better understand what can be deemed essential and non-essential.  He thanked Hillary 
Dawson and Tim Fricker for working with them through this process. 

He reminded the Board that it is time to get back to business to finish out the year strong.  
Elections are coming up and all Board members will be expected to train their 
replacements.  Board members were encouraged to help promote elections through 
participating at the promotional booth or through hallway conversations with students.  

3. Minutes 
 

3.1 Minutes of the Board Meeting, January 16th, 2019 

Moved by Samantha Hoover, seconded by Tommy Williams to approve the 
minutes of the MSA Board of Directors’ meeting, dated January 16th, 2019. 

CARRIED. 

4. College Update 

Tim Fricker stated that the College has been meeting often with Alan Griffiths and Andrew 
Pidsadny and advised the Board that they have been advocating for students in really 
remarkable ways.  He added that times are changing and the MSA is responding well. 

They are working hard on developing a way forward for both the College and the MSA, 
and the process has re-affirmed the strength of the partnership.  They continue to look 
forward to working together in open and transparent ways to support the students. 

Carpe Noctem will be taking place March 13th in the Arnie.  MSLA will be coming up soon 
and the MSA was encouraged to participate in both events.  

The MCACES lounge is being redone with flooring, new doors, etc.  At the Stoney Creek 
campus, there is new space for accessible learning and testing.   

The Celebration of Learning will be coming up in March. 

The College will be looking for MSA support for the consultation process surrounding the 
Sexual Violence Policies and Procedures. 
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They asked for some flexibility around the next Board meeting date, which will be 
focussed on fees.  They advised that the College needs to approve their fees on March 
20th.   

Hillary Dawson explained that the College has also had to unbundle all of their ancillary 
fees and align them to what they know to be essential and non-essential fees.  They have 
a taskforce of people working on the online opt-out/opt-in fee statement by May 15th. 
They are working on:  a) designing a system where students have to uncheck boxes to opt 
out; b) revamping materials that will go out to incoming students to provide some 
information for students to make an informed decision; and c) ensuring they align with 
what other colleges are doing with regards to mandatory and non-essential fees so that 
there is consistency in categorizing fees.  She added that they have really valued the hard 
and open and honest dialogue they’ve had with Alan Griffiths and Andrew Pidsadny.   

She announced that the College has hired a new Associate Vice-President, Student 
Services. She circulated the bio for Meg Houghton, who will start May 15th. She is 
currently the Acting Dean of Students and the Associate Dean of Student Wellness and 
Equity at Humber College.   

She thanked Andrew Pidsadny for participating in the interview process. Alan Griffiths 
added that Andrew participating in the interviews was another great showing from the 
College in engaging the MSA in hiring processes for key college admin.  He thanked the 
College for including the MSA.  This is a direct response to rebuilding the relationship. 

Samira Malik asked the College if they have tried to host Carpe Noctem, or similar events, 
at the Satellite campuses.  Tim Fricker stated that it is on their radar and he will take it 
back to his team for consideration. 

Rochelle Reid is doing an athletics review and has a consultant working with them to look 
at their strategy for varsity and athletics. The consultant is generating a survey for 
students and the College would like the MSA to help encourage students to participate. 

5. MCACES Advisory Council Update 

Pearl Mendonca was unable to attend the meeting.  Her written update was provided as 
part of the meeting package.    

6. Financial Update 

The Financial update was attached to the meeting package. 

Tommy Williams noted that managers are working hard to keep expenses low and 
operate as efficiently as possible.  Food and Beverage continues to operate within the 
framework approved by last year’s Board.   

7. Old Business – none 
 

Tim Fricker and Hillary Dawson left the meeting at this time. 
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8. New Business 
 
8.1 Budget Process 
 

Alan Griffiths noted that the Board would typically approve next year’s budget at 
the February and March meetings.   
 
Because of the implementation of the Student Choice Initiative, the process has 
shifted and budget approval will not take place until April.  Unfortunately, we have 
to wait until the fees are approved. 
 
However, he will bring the Food, Beverage and Catering portion of the budget to 
the March Board meeting for review. 

 
8.2 Elections Update 
 

An elections update was attached to the meeting package. 
 
Wendy Rolfe noted that nominations opened on February 25th and close on March 
8th. An all candidates meeting is scheduled for March 11th. Because of the 
shortened timelines applications are now being accepted for the appointed 
Directors’ positions.  These will remain open until April 5th. 
 
Wendy and Natalie Fisher will be coordinating all aspects of the elections and 
Michelle Ball has come on board as Chief Returning Officer, to deal with any 
candidate complaints. 
 
Board members were encouraged to participate in the promo booths during the 
nomination period. Alan Griffiths added that a large part of the responsibility of 
Board members is to encourage as many students as possible to learn more about 
the process and encourage students to run.   

 
9. Committee Reports 

 
9.1 Executive Committee 
 

9.1.1 Minutes of the Meeting, January 16, 2019 
9.1.2 Minutes of the Meeting, February 5, 2019 

Moved by Jessica Korchowiec, seconded by Spencer Stewart to approve 
the minutes of the MSA Executive Committee meetings, dated January 
16th, 2019 and February 5th, 2019. 

CARRIED. 
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10. Area Reports 
 
10.1 Executive Director Report – as attached to the meeting package. 

10.2 V.P. Finance Report – as attached to the meeting package. 

10.3 V.P. Internal Report – as attached to the meeting package. 

10.4 V.P. External Report – as attached to the meeting package. 

10.5 V.P. Health Sciences Report 

Samira Malik’s report was attached to the meeting package. She noted that she is 

starting her seven-week placement and will not be available as much.  She added 

that she will do her best to keep up with emails during that time. 

10.6 V.P. Stoney Creek Report – as attached to the meeting package. 

10.7 Business Director Report – as attached to the meeting package. 

10.8 Technology Director Report – as attached to the meeting package. 

10.9 Media & Liberal Studies Director Report – no report. 

10.10 Community & Urban Studies Director Report – as attached to the meeting 

package. 

Moved by Samantha Hoover, seconded by Ricky Ferreira to approve the area 
reports as distributed.   

CARRIED. 

11. Questions & Announcements - none 
 

12. Next Meeting Date 
 

Wendy Rolfe will send out a Doodle poll to reschedule the next meeting date. 
 

13. Adjournment 
 
Moved by Samira Malik, seconded by Jason LaPorta to adjourn the Open portion of the 
meeting and move into the Closed portion. 
 
CARRIED. 

The Open portion of the meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
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PART III – CLOSED 

 

 

 
_______________________  ___________________________  _________ 
Andrew Pidsadny, President  Alan Griffiths, Executive Director  Date 


