
 
 

Mohawk Students’ Association 
135 Fennell Ave West, Room G109 

Hamilton, ON L9C 0E5 
PH: 905-575-2393 

January 23, 2019 
 
The Honourable Merrilee Fullerton 
Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities 
Mowat Block 
900 Bay Street, 3rd Floor, Toronto ON, M7A 1L2 
 
Dear Minister Fullerton: 
 
On behalf of the students we represent at Mohawk College, the MSA is deeply concerned about the planned changes 
to student financial aid systems, and ancillary fees at Ontario’s colleges and universities. We believe that these 
changes significantly undermine the affordability of post-secondary education.  

Across the province, students are expressing concerns, especially regarding changes to OSAP. The changes 
recommended by your government will make post-secondary education less affordable for low-income students and 
will result in higher debt loads for all graduates. As elected student leaders, we are disappointed that such major 
changes are being made without consulting students and the organizations that represent them on campus.  

The ‘Student Choice Initiative’ presents a serious challenge to a number of vital campus-wide programs, supports and 
services that rely on ancillary fees to help keep the overall cost at the lowest possible price. Ancillary fees also provide 
students with advocacy, representation and specialty services through their campus student association. In many 
cases these are services the colleges do not offer.  

Student associations are democratically elected, and our fees and programs have been implemented in collaboration 
with students, through referendums. These supports and services are designed to offer the greatest value for the 
essential programs and services that all students need to succeed.  

Without the ability to collect ancillary fees, students could lose access to several vital services currently being 
provided by their student associations, including: 

• Access to on-campus food banks, free legal counselling, emergency loans, and more  
• Representation on college committees, and in local and provincial advocacy efforts 
• Ensuring transparency and accountability related to ancillary fees 
• Administration of health and dental insurance, and universal public transit passes 
• Support to ensure fair, transparent academic appeals and to assist in navigating College policies 
• Operation of dedicated student spaces to support academic success and social experiences 
• Hundreds of student employment and volunteer opportunities  

The MSA provides these services because our members agree they are essential to student success. Taking away the 
ability of student associations to provide these services does not eliminate the need for them, and could unfairly 
download the full cost onto individual students.  

We encourage the Provincial government to reconsider changes to OSAP and ancillary fees, and we look forward to 
the opportunity to work together in creating a framework that supports students, and allows student associations to 
continue providing valuable services in a responsible manner.  

Sincerely,  

 
Andrew Pidsadny 
President, Mohawk Students’ Association 
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Cc: Donna Skelly, MPP Flamborough—Glanbrook 

Andrea Horwath, Leader of the Opposition and MPP Hamilton Centre 
 Paul Miller, MPP Hamilton East-Stoney Creek 
 Sandy Shaw, MPP Hamilton West-Ancaster-Dundas 

Monique Taylor, MPP Hamilton Mountain  
Ron McKerlie, President Mohawk College 

 Mohawk College Board of Governors, c/o Jessica Lapcevich 


